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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT GISCARD D ESTAING IN STRASBOURG 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING OF THE STRASBOURG-PARIS AUTOROUTE, 
PRESIDENT GISCARD D ESTAING VISITED STRASBOURG NOVEMBER 26 AND 
ADDRESSED A GATHERING OF MAYORS, PARLIAMENTARIANS AND OTHER 
NOTABLES. THE PRESIDENT DIVIDED HIS SPEECH INTO THREE PARTS, REGIONAL 
POLICY AND THE FUTURE OF ALSACE, NATIONAL POLICY. 

IN HIS REMARKS ON ALSACE, THE PRESIDENT STRESSED THE 
NEED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL RESPONSIBLITIES AND ALLUDING 
TO THE DISSATISFACTION EXPRESSED BY THE MAYORS ASSOCIATION OF 
THE BAS-RHIN ON THE GUICHARD REPORT, PROMISED THAT NO REFORM 
WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN WITHOUT THE WIDEST CONSULTATIONS AT THE 
LOCAL LEVEL. 

HE REVIEWED WHAT HAS BEEN DONE AND WHAT THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS 
TO DO IN ORDER THAT ALSACE CAN FACE THE VIGOROUS COMPETITION 
OF THE FRG. IN ADDITION TO THE NEW AUTOROUTE, HE PROMISED THE 
COMPLETION OF THE BEAUNE-MULHOUSE AUTOROUTE AND THE NORTH-SOUTH 
HIGHWAY FROM THE GERMANY TO SWITZERLAND. HE PROMISED INCREASED 
AID TO INDUSTRY PARTICULARLY IN THE NORTH-WEST PART OF THE REGION. 
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HE SAID , THAT BECAUSE OE THE NEW AUTOROUTE, THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
AIRPORT EACILITIES AND THE PROMISE OF THE RHINE-RHONE CANAL, 

THAT STRASBOURG WILL BECOME A GREAT EUROPEAN METROPOLIS. 

TURNING TO THE NATIONAL SCENE, THE PRESIDENT CALLED EOR SUPPORT 
OP THE BARRE PLAN, WHICH, HE SAID, ALONE COULD PUT FRANCE IN THE 
RANKS OP THOSE NATIONS WHICH CAN DOMINATE THEIR PROBLEMS , 

THAT IS THE U.S., THE ERG AND JAPAN. THIS REQUIRES DISCIPLINE 
AND SACRIFICE IP THE GOVERNMENT IS SUCCESSPULLY TO COMBAT BOTH 
UNEMPLOYMENT AND INFLATION. STRESSING THAT FRANCE WITH A 
SMALLER POPULATION AND A LESS SOLIDLY ROOTED INDUSTRIAL TRADI- 
TION HAD ALREADY PASSED GREAT-BRITAIN ECONOMICALLY, HE EXPRESSED 
THE HOPE THAT THROUGH ITS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL EPFORTS, PRANCE 
WILL SOON CATCH UP WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 

IN DISCUSSING EUROPE, GISCARD STATED THAT STRASBOURG IS AND WILL 
REMAIN THE SEAT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. HE STATED THAT 
PRENCH EUROPEAN POLICY AIMS AT BRINGING ABOUT THE 
COMPLETE APPLICATION OP THE TREATY OP ROME AND AT COORDINATING 
AND BRINGING CLOSER TOGETHER THE POREIGN POLICY OP THE MEMBERS 
OP THE COMMUNITY. 

HE VOICED STRONG SUPPORT EOR THE COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY 
ABSOLUTLY NECESSARY EOR PRENCH AGRICULTURE AND FOR A 
COMMON ECONOMIC AND MONETARY POLICY. HE REITERATED PRENCH 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT EOR AN ELECTED EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 

COMMENT: THE SPEECH WAS WELL RECEIVED. MOST OBSERVERS HERE 
AGREED HOWEVER THAT IT CONTAINED NO SURPRISES OR NEW POLICY 
DIRECTIONS. END COMMENT.ROMINE 
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